
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WINTER 1996 NEWSLETTER 

 
DID IT SNOW ?  THE NEWS SAID THIS WAS THE SECOND SNOWIEST WINTER EVER.   
THE FEW VFR DAYS WE HAD WERE TOO WINDY AND COLD TO FLY !   
 
PLEASE WELCOME MAX BAUMGARTNER TO OUR AVIONICS STAFF. 
MAX HOLDS AN AIRFRAME MECHANICS LICENSE AND HAS 13 YEARS OF AVIONICS EXPERIENCE. 
 
PLEASE BEAR WITH US AS WE CHANGE TO A NEW BILLING SYSTEM STARTING MARCH 1, 1996.   
IF YOU HAD AN ADDRESS CHANGE, NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO UPDATE OUR RECORDS.  
 

SAVE THE DATE :                              WE WILL HOLD OUR  

2ND ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE / FLY IN 
ON SATURDAY JUNE 8TH FROM 9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM. 

ALL ARE WELCOME ! 
 
MANY MANUFACTURERS WILL BE HERE TO DISPLAY THEIR PRODUCTS AND ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS. 
 
WE ARE HOPING TO HAVE A STATIC DISPLAY OF SPECIAL AIRCRAFT.  IF YOU HAVE A UNIQUE AIRCRAFT  
( EXPERIMENTAL, ANTIQUE OR HIGHLY CUSTOMIZED )  AND WOULD LIKE TO SHOW IT OFF, GIVE US A CALL ! 
 
EASTWAY AIRCRAFT SERVICES AND MID ISLAND AIR SERVICE WILL ALSO BE REPRESENTED TO ADD TO THE 
INFORMATION YOU CAN GATHER AT THIS YEAR’S FLY IN. 
 
WE HAD A GREAT TIME LAST YEAR AND ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS YEAR’S FLY IN. 

HELPFUL HINTS :  WHEN YOU BRING YOUR AIRCRAFT IN FOR REPAIRS AND / OR ALTERATIONS, 
PLEASE BE SURE TO BRING YOUR WEIGHT AND BALANCE DOCUMENTS, ALL 337 FORMS AS WELL AS YOUR 
COMPLETE LOG BOOKS. 

GPS UPDATES :  COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS:   
Q:  HOW LONG CAN I USE MY LORAN ?  
A:  THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT PLAN WILL START TURNING OFF LORAN IN THE YEAR 2000.  WE FEEL THIS MAY 
BE EXTENDED 1 OR 2 YEARS, BUT MORE FREQUENT OUTAGES CAN BE EXPECTED. 
Q:  WHEN WILL PRECISION GPS APPROACHES BE AVAILABLE ?   
A:  NOT SOON.  PRECISION APPROACH GPS IS PROBABLY 5 + YEARS AWAY.  THE TSO ( TECHNICAL 
SPECIFICATION ORDER ) FOR THIS HAS NOT BEEN PUBLISHED YET AND IS NOW ONLY IN THE VERY EARLY 
STAGES.  THE GROUND BASED WIDE AREA AUGMENTATION SYSTEM ( WAAS ) THAT WILL BE REQUIRED TO 
MAKE PRECISION APPROACHES WAS ORIGINALLY SLATED TO BE COMPLETE BY LATE 1997.  FROM OUR 
SOURCES, THIS PROGRAM IS 1-2 YEARS BEHIND SCHEDULE NOW AND SLIPPING FURTHER. 
Q:  CAN I REMOVE MY ADF OR DME IF I INSTALL AN IFR APPROACH CERTIFIED GPS ?   
A:  YES.  THERE ARE HOWEVER SOME LEGALITIES INVOLVED SUCH AS REQUIRED ALTERNATES.  THESE MUST 
BE CONSIDERED AND CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD.  THERE IS A GREAT ARTICLE IN “ THE AVIATION CONSUMER “  
THIS MONTH REGARDING THIS.  STOP BY AND I WILL BE GLAD TO SHARE THIS WITH YOU. 
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Q:  SHOULD I BUY GPS NOW OR WAIT FOR PRECISION APPROACH UNITS ? WILL THE PRICES GO DOWN ?   
A:  WE FEEL THAT NON-PRECISION APPROACH GPS IS HERE AND IS EXCELLENT.  IF YOU FREQUENTLY FLY IFR 
INTO FIELDS WITH ONLY NDB OR VOR APPROACHES, YOU WILL GET GREAT BENEFIT FROM AN APPROACH 
CERTIFIED GPS SYSTEM NOW.  THERE ARE SEVERAL GREAT UNITS AVAILABLE NOW AND SEVERAL MORE ( 
SUCH AS NORTHSTAR ) VERY CLOSE ON THE HORIZON.  BOTH FROM OUR INSIGHT AND FROM SPEAKING TO THE 
MANUFACTURERS, WE FEEL THAT THE PRICES WILL NOT GO DOWN SIGNIFICANTLY.  THERE MAY BE SPECIAL 
DEALS FROM TIME TO TIME SUCH AS A FREE HANDHELD WITH THE PURCHASE OF AN IFR UNIT.  I SUSPECT THAT 
NORTHSTAR MAY OFFER SOME SORT OF TRADE IN PROGRAM WHEN THEIR APPROACH UNIT IS READY.  IF YOU 
FLY VFR OR ONLY USE YOUR LORAN FOR ENROUTE IFR, IT IS A MORE DIFFICULT DECISION.  STOP BY OR CALL 
AND I WILL DISCUSS THE FACTORS WITH YOU. 

FEATURE JOBS :  N1778M, A CESSNA CENTAURION OWNED BY KEN SCOTT, IS NOW EQUIPPED WITH 
AN IFR CERTIFIED GARMIN GPS-155 SYSTEM AS WELL AS A NEW ENGINE ! HAPPY FLYING KEN. 
 
N5593C, A BEECHCRAFT A36 BONANZA OWNED BY JOHN LAPIDE, RECEIVED AN AVIONICS UPGRADE CONSISTING 
OF:  AN IFR CERTIFIED BENDIX KING KLN-90B GPS SYSTEM, A QUITEFLITE INTREPID INTERCOM, BOSE 
HEADSETS, A GEM ENGINE MONITOR AND COPILOT’S / STANDBY DIRECTIONAL GYRO AND ELECTRIC ATTITUDE 
INDICATOR.  ENJOY YOUR GREAT BIRD JOHN ! 

DID YOU KNOW :  IT IS THE OWNER / OPERATOR’S RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN THE AIRCRAFT 
MAINTENANCE RECORDS ?  AND THAT YOUR ELT IS NOW REQUIRED TO HAVE AN ANNUAL TEST ?  

INSTRUMENT TIPS :  WINTER’S DAMPNESS CREATES THE NEED TO CHECK THE FILTERS ON YOUR 
GYROS.  THE APPROACH OF SPRING CREATES THE NEED TO KEEP AN EYE ON THE POSSIBILITY OF BUGS 
BUILDING NESTS  IN YOUR PITOT TUBE.  WATCH FOR POSSIBLE LEAKS IN YOUR COMPASS DUE TO THE CHANGE 
TO SPRING’S WARMER TEMPERATURE.  IF YOU SEE AN AIR BUBBLE OR NO FLUID YOUR COMPASS LEAKED. 
FROM THE PILOT’S SEAT :  GPS, GPS, GPS - THE TIME IS NOW. 
THE GARMIN GNC-300 GPS / COM IS NOW CERTIFIED FOR IFR AND SHOULD BE READY FOR DELIVERY IN LATE 
APRIL.  THE LONG AWAITED APPROACH CERTIFIED NORTHSTAR M3 GPS IS NOW EXPECTED TO BE AVAILABLE 
EARLY IN THE SUMMER.  
 
WE CURRENTLY HAVE THE BENDIX KING KLN-89B IFR CERTIFIED GPS AND THE NORTHSTAR GPS-60 VFR UNITS 
ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM.  WE WILL MAKE THE DEAL OF THE YEAR ON THE SALE OF EITHER OF THESE 
DEMO UNITS ! 
 
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HOLDING OUR SECOND ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE.  SAVE THE DATE.  WE HOPE TO 
SEE YOU THERE.  MORE DETAILS WILL BE SENT TO YOU LATER. 
 
 
HAPPY FLYING,                                 FRED   
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